
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the 3
rd

 Edition of 

the CCSBA electronic newsletter, 

News & Notes. This is a challenging 

time in American Education with 

new stories coming out of Albany 

and Washington every day. As a 

result the topics in our newsletter 

may not be up-to-the-minute but they 

You could hear the cheer go up at the 

NYSSBA State Legislative Network 

Issues Conference when it was 

announced that ñhelp ($$$) is on the 

way!ò Included in the Federal 

stimulus package is a welcome gift 

to education. It means more state aid; 

it means less teacher layoffs; it 

means schools will maintain the 

opportunity to help more students 

stay in school and graduate with 

skills for future employment. But 

then the cheering stopped when we 

learned what the feds want in return. 

According to Tim Kremer, NYSSBA 

Executive Director, the stimulus law 

appears to grant wide latitude in 

divvying up funding to U.S. 

Secretary of Education Arne 

Duncan. Duncan has said he intends 

to use his discretion to promote 

innovation and reward schools that 

raise student achievement. To do this 

Duncan would tie teacher pay to 

student performance, a concept that 

unions have fought for years. 

Teachers could be required to use 

data to show the value that has been 

can serve to help you digest the 

education stories, big and little, that 

have been in the news during the 

past few months. We also hope to 

encourage you to get involved in the 

democratic process, think about the 

issues and let your legislators know 

how you feel. 

 

 

added to each studentôs education 

each year. This is a change from how 

most schools do it now. Currently 

administrators look at standardized 

test results for an entire class and 

grade level. Duncan is saying he 

wants us to measure the growth of 

each child each year. Why? Because 

it is important that each student be 

challenged to accomplish all that he 

or she can based on his or her ability. 

Your child may be at the top of his 

or her class, never needs to do any 

homework, scores well on class tests 

but is bored with school because he 

or she is not being challenged. As a 

parent you can understand what the 

Secretary is advocating. You are 

investing large sums of money in 

your son or daughterôs education 

Pre-K-12 and then 2, 4 or 5 years 

beyond. You want to know that your 

investment paid dividends - a 

minimum of a yearôs academic 

growth. Being valedictorian is not 

enough. Our students are now 

competing in the world market. They 

are up against the best from China, 

India and the European Union. They 
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Editorial contõd 

 are in a race for jobs with students 

trained in a work ethic to win.  

As school board members you need 

to adopt a policy of evaluation that 

includes value added. At the end of a 

school year you need to see 

proof/data that, based on the childôs 

ability, he or she has grown a full 

year academically. The New York 

State education motto used to be 

ñLet each become all that he/she is 

capable of becoming.ò Is that still 

our motto and our goal? Itôs time to 

ask questions.  

(Send reactions to this editorial to 

Chuck Pegan, editor, at 

cpegan@windstream.net.) 

 

CCSBA OBJECTIVES: 
 To develop greater understanding of the Chautauqua County Public Schools by 

the people of the County  

 To promote and encourage cooperation among the various school boards in the 

interest of better education. 

 To provide an exchange of information on school affairs, and to hold 

conferences for the discussion of school affairs. 

 To provide a permanent organization that will voice the wishes of its members 

on legislation or other matters. 

  To assist its members in every practical way with their school board problems. 

  To assist Boards of Education in orientation of new members  

 

 

ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST  

 

As Senator Cathy Young was 

entering the room after battling her 

way through drifts of snow and frigid 

temperatures, her first remark was, 

ñSo much for global warming!ò The 

Senator, and Assemblymen Bill 

Parment and Joe Giglio listened 

carefully while our BOCES 

District Superintendant, Bob 

Guiffredia , explained the 

Chautauqua Suites, Mayville, New York 

 
School board 
members and 
teachers have 
many similar goals 
and can work 
together to take 
their message to 
Albany. 

 
ñLet each become 
all that he/she is 
capable of 
becoming.ò 
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negative impact that the Governorôs 

budget would have on classroom 

instruction and taxpayer wallets. He 

detailed the working of the aid 

formula like only Bob can, pointing 

out that the phase-in adopted in 2007 

was back-loaded, which means that 

in later years we should anticipate 

larger increases than in the first years 

But in January that was little 

consolation to boards and 

superintendents struggling to protect 

programs without large increases in 

property taxes. CCSBA President, 

Christine Schnars, pointed out to 

the legislators that they could help 

districts save money by backing off 

costly mandates and time consuming 

paperwork. She also reached out to 

her co-presenter, David Eggert, 

NYSUT Regional Staff Director, 

reminding us all that school board 

members and teachers have many 

similar goals and can work together 

to take the message to Albany. These 

goals include: reasonable class sizes, 

pre-k -16 funding, more use of 

instructional technology, more time 

for staff development, a common 

calendar, no new mandates without a 

complete accounting of the fiscal 

impact on the districts, a report from 

the Comptroller showing the 

cumulative cost to schools for 

complying with all the mandates, no 

new charter schools, the State 

assuming the pension costs and a 

lower cost, statewide health 

insurance plan. David, also, 

detailed the financial and time 

impact of unnecessary State 

mandates and welcomed the 

possibility of board members and 

teachers working together to cut 

costs in overhead and lobby for 

increased State aid. 

Dr. Mary Kay Szwejbka, Co-

Director of the CCSBA Summer 

Enrichment Program and Sue 

Benson, BOCES Assistant 

District Superintendent for 

Instruction, delivered the 

disappointing news that, due to 

lack of funding from the State, the 

summer program will be 

canceled. Mary Kay enumerated 

the many ways the program has 

challenged our gifted and talented 

young people over the 22 years 

since the program was first 

funded by Senator Jess Present. 

Sue reported that she is searching 

for ways that the key elements of 

the program can be transformed 

into a BOCES service available to 

all districts. 

A question and answer period 

followed with board members 

giving the legislators many 

examples of the impact if there is 

a shortfall in State aid to the 

schools. 

 

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST contõd 

Assemblyman  
from NYS  

William Parment 

Assemblyman  
from NYS  
Joe Giglio 

NYS Senator 
Catharine Young 
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 Chautauqua County well represented at NYSSBA 
State Legislative Network Conference 
There was an ill wind a blowinô in 

the streets of Albany March 1-3 but 

the heat was on in the offices of our 

State Senator and Assemblymen. A 

record number of board members 

and superintendents invaded the 

Capitol to press for our fair share of 

the federal stimulus money. When is 

it coming? How much does NYS 

receive? How much of that money 

will actually reach the districts? How 

will it be distributed? Who decides? 

How will it affect State aid to local 

districts? Is the Four Years of Aid 

promise still intact? 

all are from New York City and the 

Democrats control both houses - 

Senate and Assembly. Our Senator and 

one of our Assemblymen are 

Republicans. It was very evident what 

that means for Cathy Young: she lost 

her chairmanship of the important 

Agriculture Committee, bills she wants 

introduced probably will not see the 

light of day and her office is 

dramatically smaller! There wasnôt 

room for all of us in her office. Our 

picture with the Senator was taken in a 

hallway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Was it worth the trip? Ask the people 

listed below what they think: 

 Amy Chavez, Silver Creek  

 Roberta Conigilio, Fredonia 

 Jason Delcamp, Chautauqua Lake  

 Marie Edwards, Westfield  

 Marjorie Foxton, Silver Creek 

 Susan Hardy, Brocton 

 Tim Hollern, Southwestern 

 Martha Howard, Silver Creek 

 Rosemary Joy, Fredonia 

 Ed LeBarron Jr., Westfield  

 Joanne Martin, BOCES 

 Chuck Pegan, CCSBA 

 Nancy Renckens, Dunkirk/BOCES 

  Carl Scarpino, Southwestern 

 Christine Schnars, 

Jamestown/BOCES 

 Nancy Stock, Forestville 

 Carol Woodward, Forestville 

 

 

ñFighting for New Yorkôs       

Futureò was the theme for 

the    two days of instruction            

leading up to ñLobby Dayò 

on Tuesday, March 3. And 

from the questions board 

members were throwing at 

State officials, it was clear 

that they were in a fightinô 
mood! 

Everyone, from the Governorôs 

Budget Director to Legislative 

Leaders (Republican and Democrat), 

was grilled on such questions as: 

formulas, cost drivers, cost shifting, 

schoolsô cut of Federal funds, 

allowing districts access to certain 

reserve funds, blockers to creative 

shared service ideas and on and on.  

By Tuesday morning the seventeen 

ñlobbyistsò from Chautauqua County 

were ready with a notebook full of 

ñtalking pointsò to present to Senator 

Young and Assemblymen Bill 

Parment and Joe Giglio. Copies are 

available in your district office. 

What we had to remember is that it is 

a New Day in Albany. The ñThree 

Men In A Roomò are all Democrats, 

Senator Young  
at conference  
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All you need is: 

Equipment: Telephone or FAX 

machine or computer or pen and 

paper 

Telephone or FAX machine 

numbers or Computer e-mail 

addresses: See the CCSBA website 

for the office (local or 

Albany/Washington) phone numbers 

and e-mail addresses of our 

legislators, congressman and 

senators. 

And an idea!  

Good sources for ideas: School 

Board meetings, the NYSSBA On 

Board newspaper, your hometown 

newspaper, the evening news and 

donôt forget the coffee shop! 

You might want to take advantage of 

ñCapwizò which is offered through 

You Can Be a Lobbyist, Too 

 the NYSSBA website and its 

Legislative Action Center. Go to 

www.nyssba.org, click on 

Advocacy/Legislation, then click on 

Legislative Action Center. At the 

click of a mouse, you can send      

prewritten messages to your 

legislators. All you have to do is 

preview the letter, add your own 

thoughts, and, if you wish, add your 

name at the end of the letter and 

click send. Try it! 

Your phone calls and e-mails 

really are important. The office 

staff records your name, and address 

and the purpose of the call. If the 

legislators donôt hear from you, they 

often vote in favor of the people 

from whom they do hear. (Personal 

observation from working in a 

Senate and Assembly office. cp) 
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 Why should we have to pay 

teachers who have been arrested 

and are sitting in jail?  On average, 

a 3020-a hearing lasts 520 days 

from the time charges are filed 

until a decision is issued, and costs 

$128,000, according to NYSSBA. 

 Why shouldnôt the State take over 
the cost of health insurance? They 

can control the insurance 

companies and their outrageous 

prices. We canôt! 

 And while theyôre at it, why 
shouldnôt the State pick up the 

pension costs? 

 How about adding a Tier V to the 

pension system to help spread the 

cost? 

  Seventeen states have schools that 

have gone to a four day week. 

Should we? 

  Do we really need tax caps? Donôt 

the voters tell us when enough is 

enough? 

And here are some more ideas - pick one 

 
 Why not ask candidates for 

school board to pledge that they 

will attend State and Local 

training opportunities and then 

insist that they do it? 

  Should school boards support 

the Lundine Commission 

recommendation that the 

Commissioner of Education be 

given the authority to mandate 

school consolidation if 

enrollments fall below a certain 

number? 

 Why not get rid of the State 

requirement that we have to give 

longevity raises even when new 

contracts have not been 

approved? 

 If the State wonôt help districts 
with rising health insurance 

costs, would they let us cap the 

cost to the board and require that 

the employees pick up the 

difference? 
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The Legislative Elections in 2010 

will bring BIG CHANGES in the 

political map - maybe. The next 

elected Legislature will redraw the 

Senate and Assembly Districts. And 

we all remember the vocabulary 

word we learned in school - 

gerrymandering. In case you have 

forgotten or were absent that day, 

gerrymandering is the ability of the 

party in power to unfairly draw the 

district lines in such a way that they 

will be better assured of winning that 

seat in the next Senate or the 

Assembly election. If you have 

noticed, NY is turning BLUE so 

Republicans will be pulling out all of 

the stops to win back the majority in 

the Senate and, after all of these 

years, take control of the Assembly. 

It will be a battle and we will all be 

impacted by the outcome of the next 

General Election. Watch the 

campaign build and be ready to take 

action.  Your Vote Will Count!  

 

  

 Tuesday, May 18 School Board Elections and Budget Vote 

 Thursday, May 28 Honors Night/Annual Meeting Moose Club, Dunkirk 

 Wednesday, June 3 Orientation for New School Board Members 

Chautauqua Lake CentralSchool 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

Facts of Political Life 

 


