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Teachers could
be required to
use data to
show the value
that has been
added to each
student
education each
year.
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Welcometo the ¥ Edition of
the CCSBA electronic newsletter,
News & NotesThis is a challenging
time in American Education with
new stories coming out of Albany
and Washington every day. As a
result the topics in our newsletter
may not be ugio-the-minute but the

TORI AL:

You could hear the cheer go up at
NYSSBA State Legislative Networ
IssueLConference when it was
announced that
way! o I ncluded
stimulus package is a welcome git
to education. It means more state
it means less teacher layoffs; it
means schools will maintain the
opportunity to help moretsdents
stay in school and graduate with
skills for future employment. But
then the cheering stopped when w
learned what the feds want in retu

According to TimKremer, NYSSB/
Executive Director, the stimulus la
appears to grant wide latitude in
divvying up funding to U.S.
Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan. Duncan has said he inter
to use his discretion to promote
innovation and reward schools the
raise student achievement. To do
Duncan would tie teacher pay to
student performance, a concefttr
unions have fought for years.
Teachers could be required to use
data to show the value that has be

Wh y

can serve to help you digest the
education stories, big and lét that
have been in the news during the
past few months. We also hope to
encourage you to get involved in t
democratic process, think about tr
issues and let your legislators kno
how you feel.

shoul d

added to each s
each year. This is a change from |
most schools do it now. Currently
administrators look at standardize
test resulk for an entire class and
grade level. Duncan is saying he
wants us to measure the growth o
each child each year. Why? Becal
it is important that each student be
challenged to accomplish all that t
or she can based on his or her abi
Your child maybe at the top of his
or her class, never needs to do an
homework, scores well on class te
but is bored with school because |
or she is not being challenged. As
parent you can understand what tl
Secretary is advocating. You are
investing large sumaf money in
your son or dau
PreK-12 and then 2, 4 or 5 years
beyond. You want to know that yo
investment paid dividendsa

mi ni mum of a ye
growth. Being valedictorian is not
enough. Our students are now
competing in the wrld market. The
are up against the best from Ching
India and the European Union. Th
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Editorial cond d

i are in a race for jobs with students State education motto used to be
e eanD trained in a work ethic to win. ALet each becom
. capabl e of beco
all that he/she is As school board members you ne: P
. : ourmdto and our

capable of to adopt a policy of evaluation tha ask questions
becoming. includes value added. Atdlend of « '

school year you need to see (Send reactions to this editorial to

proof/data that Chuck Pegan, editor, at

ability, he or she has grown a full cpegan@windstream.net.)

year academically. The New York

CCSBA OBJECTIVES:

e To develop greater understanding of the Chautauqua County Public Sct
the people of the County

e To promote an@ncourageooperation among the various school boards i
interest of better education.

e To provide an exchange of information on school affairs, and to hold
conferences for the discussion of schaifairs.

e To provide a permanent organization that wilice the wishes of its membe
on legislation or other matters.

To assist its members in every practical way with their school board pro
To assist Boards of Education in orientation of new members

ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST

————————————————

School board
members and
teachers have
many similar goals
and can work
together to take

their message to ' _
Albany. As Senator Cathy Youngwas Senator, andssemblymen Bill

. . “."5;:; LR s g
Chautauqua Suites, Mayville, New York

=

entering the room after battling he Parment andJoe Giglio listened
way through drifts of snow arfdgid carefully while our BOCES
temperatures, her first remark was District SuperintendanBob
ASo much for gl Guiffredia, explained the




LEGISLATRREAKFAST ¢

negative I mpact
budget would have on classroom
instruction and taxpayer wallets. F
detailed the working of the aid
formula like only Bob can, pointing
out that the phase adoptel in 2007
was bacKkoaded, which means tha
in later years we should anticipate
larger increases than in the first ye
But in January that was little
consolation to boards and
superintendents struggling to prott
programs without large increases
property taxes. CCSBA President,
Christine Schnars pointed out to
the legislators that they could help
districts save money by backing o
costly mandates and time consum
paperwork. She also reached out"
her copresenterDavid Eggert,
NYSUT Regional St Director,
reminding us all that school board
members and teachers have man
similar goals and can work togethe
to take the message to Albany. Tt
goals include: reasonable class si
pre-k -16 funding, more use of
instructional technology, more tan
for staff development, a common
calendar, no new mandates withoi
complete accounting of the fiscal
impact on the districts, a report fro
the Comptroller showing the
cumulative cost to schools for
complying with all the mandates, r
new charter schos] the State

assuming the pension costs and
lower cost, statewide health
insurance plan. David, also,
detailed the financial and time
impact of unnecessary State
mandates and welcomed the
possibility of board members anc
teachers workig together to cut
costs in overhead and lobby for
increased State aid.

Dr. Mary Kay Szwejbka, Co-
Director of the CCSBA Summer
Enrichment Program arfue
Benson BOCESAssistant
District Superintendent for
Instruction, delivered the
disappointing news that, due to
lack of funding from the State, the
summer program will be
canceled. Mary Kay enumerated
the many ways the program has
challenged our gifted and talente
young people over the 22 years
since the program was first
funded by Senator Jess Present.
Sue reported that sheesearching
for ways that the key elements o
the program can be transformed
into a BOCES service available t
all districts.

A question and answer period
followed with board members
giving the legislators many
examples of the impact if there i<
a shortéll in State aid to the
schools.

Assemblyman
from NYS
William Parment

Assemblyman
from NYS
Joe Giglio




Senator Young
at conference

FIGHTING for

NEW YORK'S

FUTURE
PN

Chautauqua County well represented at NYSSE
State Legimtive Network Conference

There was an il
the streets of Albany March3 but
the heat was on in the offices of o
State Senator and Assemblymen.
record number of board members
and superintendents invaded the
Capitol to press for our faghare of
the federal stimulus money. When
it coming? How much does NYS
receive? How much of that money
will actually reach the districts? Hc
will it be distributed? Who decides
How will it affect State aid to local
districts? Is the Four Years of Aid
promise still intact?

AFi ghting f
Futureodo was

the two days of instructic I,
l eading up yi !‘
on Tuesday, March 3. Al &
from the questions boar
members werghrowing a 4%
State officials,it was clea

thatt hey wer e
mood!

Everyone, from
Budget Director to Legislative
LeadergRepublican and Democra
was grilled on such questions as:
formulas, cost drivers, cost shifting
school s6 cut of
allowing districts acced® certain
reserve funds, blockers to creative
shared service ideas and on and ¢

By Tuesday morning the seventee
Al obbyistso fro
were ready with a notebook full of
Aital king points
Young and Assemblymen Bill
Pament and Joe @iio. Copies are
available in your district office.

What we had to remember is that
a New Day in Al
Men I n A Roomo

all are from New York City and the
Democrats control both houses
Senate and Assertyb Our Senator ar
one of our Assemblymen are
Republicans. It was very evident wr
that means for Cathy Young: she lo:
her chairmanship of the important
Agriculture Committee, bills she wa
introduced probably will not see the
light of day and her oife is

dramatically sma

room for all of us in her office. Our
picture with the Senator was taken i
hallway.

Was it worth the trip? Ask the pdep
listed below what they think:

e Amy ChavezSilver Creek
Roberta ConigilipFredonia
Jason DelcampChautauqua Lake
Marie EdwardsWestfield
Marjorie Foxton, Silver Creek
Susan HardyBrocton

Tim Hollern, Southwestern
Martha HowardSilver Creek
Rosemary dy, Fredonia

Ed LeBarrondr, Westfield
Joanne MartinBOCES

Chuck PeganCCSBA

Nancy Rencken®unkirk/BOCES
Carl ScarpinpSouthwestern
Christine Schnars,
Jamestown/BOCES

Nancy StockForestville

Carol WoodwardForestville



You Can Be a Lobbyist, Too

All you need is:

Equipment: Telephone or FAX
machine or computer or pen and
paper

Telephone or FAX machine
numbers or Computer email
addressesSee the CCSBA websit
for theoffice (local or
Albany/Washingtohphonenumbers
and email addresses of our
legislators, congressman and
senators.

And an idea!

Good sources for ideasSchool
Board meetings, the NYSSB@n
Boardnewspaper, your hometown
newspaper, the evening news anc
dondét forget th

You might want to take advantage
i Ca pavi w hsi offened through

the NYSSBA website and its
Legislative Action Center. Go to
www.nyssba.orgclick on
Advocacy/Legislation, then click o
Legislative Action Center. At the
click of a mouse, you can send
prewritten messages to your
legislators. All ypu have to do is
preview the letter, add your own
thoughts, and, if you wish, add yot
name at the end of the letter and
click send. Try it!

Your phone calls and emails
really are important. The office
staff records your name, and addr
and the purposef the call. If the

|l egi sl ators don
often vote in favor of the people
from whom they do hear. (Person;
observation from working in
Senate and Assembly office. cp
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Why should we have to pay
teachers who have been arreste
and are sitting in jail? On avera
a 3020a hearing lasts 520 days
from the time charges are filed
until a decision is issued, and cc
$128,000, according tdYSSBA.

Why shoul dnot i
the cost of healtmisurance? The
can control thensurance

companies and their outrageous

prices. We cani
And whil e they:
Sshoul dndot the .

pension costs?

How about adding a Tief to the
pension system to hefpread the
cost?

Seventeen states have schools
have gone to a four day week.
Should we?

Do we really n
the voters tell us when enough i
enough?

And here areome more ideaspick one

Why not ask candidates for
school board to pledge thaeth
will attend State and Local
training opportunities and then
insist that they do it?

Should school boards support
the Lundine Commission
recommendation that the
Commissioner of Education be
given the authority to mandate
school consolidation if
enrollments fall below a certain
number?

Why not get rid of the State
requirement that we have to gi
longevity raises even when ne
contracts have not been
approved?

I f the State w
with rising health insurance
costs, would they let us cap the
cost to the board and requtteat
the employees pick up the
difference?
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Facts of Political Life

The Legislative Elections in 2010
will bring BIG CHANGES in the
political map- maybe. The next
elected Legislature will redraw the
Senate and Assembly Districts. At
we all remember the vocabulary
word we learned in schoel
gerrymandering. In case you have
forgotten or were absent that day,
gerrymandering is the ability of the
party in power to unfairly draw the
district lines in suls a way that they
will be better assured of winning tt

Mark Your Calendars

seat in the next Senate or the
Assembly election. If you have
noticed, NY is turning BLUE so
Republicans will be pulling out all-
the stops to win back the majority
the Senate and, after all thiese
years, take control of the Assembl
It will be a battle and we will all be
impacted by the outcome of the ne
General Election. Watch the
campaign bud and be ready to tak
action. Your Vote Will Count!

e Tuesday, May 18 School Board Elections and Budget Vote

e Thursday, May 28 Honors Night/Annual Meeting Moose Club, Dur

e Wednesday, June 3 Orientation for New School Board Members

Chautauqua Lakedhtralchool




